Greek Tragedy
If we assume that the second Chorus was one of Egyptians, and that they are already victorious (for we need not suppose that Aeschylus condemned himself to represent on the stage every important detail of the story), then the arranging of a compact between them, the Argivc representative and Danaus, with ironical speeches from Danaus showing what his real intentions were, would give enough material for a play. But the difficulty in Wilamowitz' view is the compromise. What is the quid pro quo ? Marriage and not conquest, says Wilamowitz :
* Ehe, aber eine rechte Ehc/   But the Danaids have made it abundantly clear that they will have no marriage,  rcchtc or otherwise.   We cannot have them submitting to marriage in order to murder ;   this would be too melodramatically bad. They must submit only because they have to, and the compulsion must be such as to cast no discredit on the honour and gallantry of the Argives.
We must, I think, find (a) substantial justification for Danaus'
* stratagem';  (b) reasonable ground for the Argives to look for a compromise without losing their honour ;  (c) no easy victory for the Egyptians, which would leave the long description of the power of Argos quite unexplained.   This inclines me to think that Hermann was right.   I would assume a battle in which the power of Argos is equal to that of Egypt, but in which Pelasgus is killed.   Now Argos, deprived of its leader, is in danger; Danaus is offered the throne if he can come to terms.   Both the pride and the honour of Argos might be considered satisfied, and Danaus could accept with some moral justification.   The Danaids have necessity to extenuate their perfidy and a royal position in Argos to console them ; and the Egyptians get what they deserve.   Dramatically too this seems the logical ending to the tragic dilemma which engulfs Pelasgus in the Supplices, and its ruthless consummation in the death of the King is what we might reasonably expect in a young dramatist.
And what is it all about ? What was Aeschylus thinking at the age of 30 ? We are not certain how the trilogy went, but at least we can hold fast to what we have.
The trilogy was not simply a stage-version of the renowned story of the Danaids. What arrests and detains the attention most in the Supplices is the tragic dilemma of Pelasgus ; tliis is
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